
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:  SV196 Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 
 
From:  Jason D. Henry, District Superintendent 
 
Re:  Friday Afternoon Message 
 
Date:  April 24, 2020 
 
KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON 
 
A few years ago, t-shirts with the “Keep Calm and Carry On” logo came on the scene, 
and, since that time, innumerable, clever versions of that logo/motto have surfaced.  To 
be honest, until recently, I wasn’t a fan.  Something about the motto rubbed me the wrong 
way. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, however, a family member handed me an article about the origin 
of the logo that changed my mind.  Earlier this week, I found a short, narrated video 
about this 1939 piece of history (please see https://youtu.be/FrHkKXFRbCI), and I hope 
you enjoy it as much as I did.  Don’t miss this super, encouraging story! 
 
Our role as education partners at this point in our lives is both simple and difficult—to 
help our students and each other push through uncertainty, doubt, and discouragement.  
How we handle the COVID-19 situation will have a huge impact on how our kids make it 
through.  We may not even realize it yet, but we still have lots of “tools” in our reserves 
that can keep our students (and each other) going. 
 
Admittedly, I was a little frustrated last Friday afternoon when the school closure was 
extended for the remainder of the academic year.  I wasn’t surprised, but I felt like the 
weight of the circumstances got a little heavier and the wind left our sails.  Almost 
immediately, however, the Keep Calm and Carry On story came to mind, and our 
responsibility to kids is just that—especially the calling to “Carry On.”  Our kids deserve 
our best leadership.  We must finish the race.  We must finish strong.  Our calling is too 
important to throw-in-the-towel. 
 

https://youtu.be/FrHkKXFRbCI


REMINDERS 
 

• On Friday, April 17, 2020, Governor Pritzker ordered that Illinois public schools 
will be closed to in-person instruction for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school 
year.  All remaining learning activities for this school year will be conducted 
remotely (online or paper packets). 

 
• SV196 will continue to provide food distribution for students through and 

including Thursday, May 21, 2020, the last scheduled day for student 
“attendance” for the 2019-2020 school year.  Watch for more information soon 
about the regular community summer food distribution program. 

 
• As of this writing, all district extracurricular activities (including athletics) are 

suspended until further notice (including summer activities). 
 

• The following previously-scheduled end-of-year activities are postponed until 
further notice: 
 

o SVHS Graduation/Baccalaureate 
o SVHS Prom 
o SVJHS Graduation 
o SVHS Awards Banquet 
o SVJHS Awards Program 

 
• The start of the 2020-2021 school year has been set (subject to state public health 

requirements).  The first day of student attendance will be August 18, 2020. 
 

• If your child needs hard copies of teacher-assigned learning activities, those are 
available at the food distribution sites on Wednesdays of each week.  If you have 
not already selected your preferred site, please contact the school office ASAP. 

 
• The following table provides an estimate of what remote-learning times are 

reasonable for kids, based on age/grade level: 
Grade Level Minimum Maximum Recommended 

Length of 
Sustained 
Attention 

Pre-K 20 minutes/day 60 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 
K 30 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 

1-2 45 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 5-10 minutes 
3-5 60 minutes/day 120 minutes/day 10-15 minutes 
6-8 Class: 15 min/day 

Total:  90 min/day 
Class: 30 min/day 
Total: 180 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

9-12 Class: 20 min/day 
Total: 120 min/day 

Class: 45 min/day 
Total: 270 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

Source: Illinois State Board of Education Remote Learning Recommendations 


